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Report of PILAS Activities during 2008-2009

The 2008-2009 PILAS Committee was headed by Chandra Morrison (President), and consisted of six additional committee members: Jordana Blejmar (Secretary), Matt Butler (Conference Secretary), Natalie Krol, Carrie Gibson, Stefanie Gänger, and Joanna McGarry.  All members were based at the University of Cambridge, in the Centre of Latin American Studies (CLAS) and the History Department.  

The primary goal of the 2008-2009 Committee was to re-establish the annual PILAS Conference (which had fallen through in 2008).  PILAS Conference 2009 was held on the 25, 26, and 27 February at the University of Cambridge, hosted by the Centre of Latin American Studies (CLAS).  The conference had an excellent turnout, with 80 attendees – 52 of whom presented papers in the conference’s 16 panels.  While the majority of attendees were from universities from throughout the UK, a number of participants from Europe and visiting students from Latin America also attended, as well as representatives from the British Library, Canning House, and ACLAIIR.  Conference panels covered a breadth of topics in the field of Latin American Studies, representing the rich diversity of postgraduate research being undertaken throughout the UK.

This year’s conference had a general theme, The Bicentenary: Approaching 200 Years of Latin American Independence.  Although this was optional for students to engage, both Keynote Speakers addressed various topics related to this theme.  PILAS 2009 kicked off on with an engaging Pre-Conference Talk given by Dr. Charles Jones (University of Cambridge) speaking on The Dissolution of the Americas, followed by a Wine Reception hosted by the Centre of Latin American Studies (CLAS) on the evening of Wednesday 25 February.  On Friday afternoon, we welcomed Dr. Julio Vezub of the University of Patagonia and CENPAT-CONICET (Argentina) to give the conference Keynote Lecture, speaking on The Bicentenary, the Mapuche-Tehuelches, and the Revolutions for Latin American Independence.  To complement the academic component of the conference, on Thursday evening participants enjoyed a conference dinner held in the lovely Peterhouse College Dining Hall, followed by a thoroughly entertaining party co-hosted by the Cambridge University Mexican Society.  
All in all, PILAS Conference 2009 proved to be an engaging, energetic, and successful event.  Thank you to all conference participants, SLAS, and the Cambridge University community for making PILAS 2009 such a success!
In addition to organising and running the conference, one of the major objectives of the 2008-2009 PILAS Committee was to work towards creating a more stable and permanent base for the PILAS organisation, in order to enable a previously lacking continuity in the organisation.  Primarily, this objective was undertaken by creating a permanent PILAS website and email account, which can be sustained despite the yearly turnover of the committee members.  Thanks to the help of Christy Palmer and Lucy Taylor of SLAS, PILAS now has a new website (pilas.slas.org.uk), which both allows for a permanent internet address for PILAS as well as integrates PILAS within SLAS’s web-domain (helping to strengthen ties between SLAS and their postgraduate affiliate).  In October, we also compiled and distributed to our mailing list a first version of a working Research Guide, which lists resources available to students in the UK and on-line.  We hope that our initiatives can continue to be developed by future committees in efforts to further establish PILAS as an active network and resource for postgraduates working within the field of Latin American Studies throughout the UK. 

At the PILAS AGM & Elections, held during the Conference, the 2009-2010 PILAS Committee was elected, and will be headed by Natalie Araújo of Manchester University.  She intends to put together a PILAS Committee which comprises of a joint team of students from universities in the surrounding region (namely Manchester, Liverpool, and Leeds).  Accordingly, PILAS Conference 2010 will be held at Manchester University.  In efforts to maintain a level of continuity between committees, the position of Past President was approved, and the first post of this advisory position will be held by the 2008-2009 PILAS President, Chandra Morrison.  Additionally, over the coming year, PILAS will work to institute Regional Representatives, in efforts to include active members at Universities with smaller Latin American communities (who would not be able to host a PILAS Conference themselves) and to ensure that PILAS reaches out to all regions of the UK.

Finally, we are greatly indebted to the 2008-2009 SLAS Committee for their continual support and encouragement throughout this past year!   
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